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CONPIDENTIAL DOHA 061 1 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PPOR, MASS, QA 

SUBJECT: ARABIZATION OF QATARI ARMED PORCES 
REF: DOHA 252 (NOTAL) 

1 . COLONEL SALAH AL DIN AZZAB, AN EGYPTIAN, HAS TAKEN OVER 
COMMAND OP THE QATARI SEA ARM, REPLACING COLONEL KENNETH LEE- 
WHITE, A BRITISH CONTRACT OPPICER WHO HAD SERVED IN THAT 
POSITION POR THE PAST LIVE YEARS. 

2. WE ARE ALSO INPORMED THAT A SUDANESE OPPICER HAS REPLACED 

THE OPERATIONAL COMMANDER OF THE QATARI GROUND FORCES, COLONEL 
JOHN COWLEY, WHO WAS ALSO A BRITISH CONTRACT OPPICER WHO HAD 
BEEN IN THAT POSITION POR 6 YEARS. 

3. DURING MAY 17 CONVERSATION, WE ASKED BRIGADIER MOHAMED AL 
ATTIYAH, DEPUTY COMMANDER-IN-CHIEP OP QATARI ARMED PORCES, IF 
CONFIDENTIAL 
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RECENT REPLACEMENT OP WESTERN EXPATRIATE OFPICERS WAS PART OP 
PLAN TO ARABIZE QAP. ATTIYAH DENIED THAT THIS WAS GOQ'S INTENT- 
ION, AND CLAIMED OQAT CHANGES WERE DESIGNED PRIMARILY FOR 
INCREASED EFPICIENCY AND PARTICULARLY BECAUSE OP NEED POR 
ARABIC-SPEAKING COMMANDERS. 

4. COMMENT: ATTIYAH'S COMMENTS NOTWITHSTANDING, WE BELIEVE GOQ 
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IS FOLLOWING EXAMPLE OF OTHER GULF STATES IN PHASING OUT ITS 
BRITISH CONTRACT MILITARY PERSONNEL. 
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